
K o l k a t a ,  o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  “ C i t y  o f  J o y , ”  i s  a  c i t y  s t e e p e d  i n
r i c h  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  a n d  h i s t o r y .  F o u n d e d  a s  C a l c u t t a  i n  1 6 9 0
b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y ,  i t  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f
B r i t i s h  I n d i a  u n t i l  1 9 1 1 .  T h e  c i t y  i s  r e n o w n e d  f o r  i t s  i c o n i c

y e l l o w  t a x i s ,  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  A m b a s s a d o r  c a r s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n
a  s t a p l e  o f  K o l k a t a ’ s  s t r e e t s  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 5 0 s .  T h e s e  t a x i s ,

t h o u g h  g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  b y  m o d e r n  v e h i c l e s ,  r e m a i n  a
n o s t a l g i c  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  v i b r a n t  l i f e
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In this newsletter you will find:

K o l k a t a ’ s  h e r i t a g e  i s  a l s o  m a r k e d  b y  i t s  h i s t o r i c  t r a m
s y s t e m ,  t h e  o l d e s t  o p e r a t i n g  e l e c t r i c  t r a m  i n  A s i a ,  w h i c h
a d d s  t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  o l d - w o r l d  c h a r m .  T h e  b u s t l i n g  K o l k a t a

P o r t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  I n d i a ,  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  v i t a l  h u b
f o r  t r a d e  a n d  c o m m e r c e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  c i t y ’ s  e c o n o m i c

s i g n i f i c a n c e .
T h e  c i t y ’ s  c u l i n a r y  s c e n e  i s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  b l e n d  o f  f l a v o r s ,
w i t h  s t r e e t  f o o d s  l i k e  p u c h k a  ( p a n i  p u r i ) ,  k a t h i  r o l l s ,  a n d

s w e e t s  l i k e  r a s g u l l a  a n d  s a n d e s h  b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f a m o u s .
K o l k a t a ’ s  f e s t i v a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  D u r g a  P u j a ,  a r e  c e l e b r a t e d

w i t h  i m m e n s e  f e r v o r ,  s h o w c a s i n g  e l a b o r a t e  p a n d a l s ,
a r t i s t i c  i d o l s ,  a n d  v i b r a n t  c u l t u r a l  p e r f o r m a n c e s .

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  m a r v e l s  l i k e  t h e  H o w r a h  B r i d g e  a n d  t h e  V i c t o r i a  M e m o r i a l  s t a n d  a s  t e s t a m e n t s  t o
K o l k a t a ’ s  c o l o n i a l  p a s t  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  g r a n d e u r .  T h e  c i t y ’ s  l i t e r a r y  a n d  a r t i s t i c  h e r i t a g e  i s
e q u a l l y  r i c h ,  w i t h  l u m i n a r i e s  l i k e  R a b i n d r a n a t h  T a g o r e  a n d  S a t y a j i t  R a y  h a i l i n g  f r o m  h e r e .

K o l k a t a ’ s  u n i q u e  b l e n d  o f  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i t y ,  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  l a n d m a r k s ,  a n d  i t s  c u l t u r a l
v i b r a n c y  m a k e  i t  a  c i t y  l i k e  n o  o t h e r !

The Kolkata Heritage Gazette 
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In November, Kolkata’s Diwali celebrations stood out with a unique and
heartwarming approach, prioritizing both environmental sustainability and the
well-being of local wildlife. The city, known for its rich cultural heritage and
vibrant festivals, embraced an eco-friendly Diwali that focused on the health and
safety of around 150 local bird species. Across neighborhoods and residential
complexes, communities actively reduced their use of firecrackers, choosing
instead to celebrate with dazzling light displays, engaging musical evenings, and
immersive cultural programs that highlighted Kolkata’s artistic spirit.

This conscious shift was driven by a collective effort to address growing concerns
about noise and air pollution, which have long been associated with traditional
Diwali celebrations. By cutting back on firecrackers, residents not only ensured a
quieter, more serene environment but also significantly reduced the harmful
impact on the city’s delicate ecosystem. Birds, pets, and even vulnerable human
groups such as children and the elderly benefitted from the thoughtful approach,
fostering a sense of inclusivity and community care.

Sparkling Lights, Endless Joy

ভাইফোঁ টা

"Lighting Up the City of Joy: Kolkata's Radiant Diwali Spirit"

Cultural organizations and youth groups played an instrumental role in
promoting this green Diwali movement. They organized street plays, art
workshops, and social media campaigns to spread awareness about the
benefits of sustainable festivities. Many complexes hosted diya-lighting
ceremonies and storytelling sessions that brought people together in a
meaningful and nostalgic way, reminding them of the festival's deeper
essence—celebrating light over darkness and good over evil.

*ভাইফোঁ টার পূর্ণ প্রভা*  

কার্তি কের প্রভাতে স্নিগ্ধ সূর্যের আলো,  
ভাইফোঁ টার রেওয়াজে জাগে শুভ্র ভালো।  
তিলকের থালা হাতে বোনের নীরব প্রার্থনা,  
প্রেম আর আশীর্বাদে ভরে ওঠে প্রাণ।  

গঙ্গাজল, তুলসী, চন্দনের দান,  
ললাটে আঁকা হয় পবিত্র সনাম।  
বোনের মমতায় জড়ানো সেই স্পর্শ ,  
ভাইয়ের হৃদয়ে জাগায় এক গভীর বর্ষ।  

রূপার থালায় মিষ্টির সম্ভার,  
সন্দেশ, পায়েস, রসে মাখানো হার।  
ভাই বলে, “এ কোন অমৃতের স্বাদ!”  
বোন হেসে বলে, “এ আশীর্বাদের উপহার সাধ।”  

কিন্তু আনন্দের রীতি এখানেই শেষ নয়,  
উপহারের দাবি তবু আছে নিঃশব্দ ভয়।  
ভাই বলে, “বোন, কী চাও বলো আজ?”  
বোন হাসে, “তোর ভালবাসা ছাড়া আর কী সাজ?”  

তবু কিছু  সোনা-রূপা থামে বোনের হাতে,  
ভাইফোঁ টার দিনে সারা বছর ভ্রাতৃ ত্বের রাতে।  
প্রতিটি ফোঁ টার কণা হৃদয়ে আঁকে ছবি,  
ভাই আর বোনের প্রেম, যা থাকে চিরজীবী।

Bhaiphota holds a special charm in Kolkata,
where the city comes alive with the warmth
of sibling bonds and festive cheer. Celebrated
two days after Kali Puja, it is a day when
sisters across the city lovingly apply a
ceremonial "phota" (mark) of sandalwood
paste or kajal on their brothers' foreheads,
praying for their health and prosperity. 

FESTIVAL OF L IGHTS

Mahagatha: Tales from the Mahabharata

 by Ashokamitran

Mahagatha: Tales from the Mahabharata by Ashokamitran is a captivating

and innovative retelling of the ancient Indian epic. Presented as a

collection of short stories, it delves into key events and characters, from

the birth of the Pandavas to the climactic battle of Kurukshetra. The

author’s lucid and engaging narrative style makes the complex story

accessible, while his nuanced depiction of characters and relationships

adds depth and authenticity.

The book explores central themes of the Mahabharata, such as duty,

honor, and sacrifice, offering readers fresh, thought-provoking insights

into their relevance today. Ashokamitran masterfully balances action,

drama, and philosophy, bringing the epic’s timeless appeal to life. His

meticulous research and attention to historical accuracy further enrich

the storytelling, providing a vivid and immersive experience.

With its blend of authenticity and innovation, Mahagatha breathes new life

into the Mahabharata, making it both contemporary and deeply meaningful.

It is a must-read for anyone interested in mythology, literature, or Indian

culture, and stands as a testament to the enduring power and relevance

of this epic tale.

SRIJAN PAL 
XIIB

In return, brothers shower their sisters with blessings and thoughtful gifts. Kolkata's vibrant spirit
is reflected in the elaborate family gatherings, traditional feasts featuring luchi, alur dom, and
sweets like sandesh, and the bustling markets filled with festive shoppers. The festival resonates
deeply with the city's essence of togetherness, love, and cultural pride. For many in Kolkata,
Bhaiphota extends beyond biological relationships, symbolizing unity and affection within extended
families and communities. It is a day to reconnect, rekindle bonds, and express gratitude for the
people who stand by you like siblings. The celebration carries a sense of nostalgia, reminding many
of the warmth of simpler times, while also evolving with the city's modern ethos. In every corner
of Kolkata, Bhaiphota is a testament to the enduring beauty of relationships and the timeless
traditions that bind the city together.

PRATAP MONDAL 
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" B H U T A N  B E C K O N S :  A  J O U R N E Y  O F  W O N D ER "

A S  I  S I T  D O W N  T O  P E N  T H IS  TR A V E L O G U E ,  M E M O RIE S  O F  O U R  S C H OOL ' S  S E C O N D  IN T E R N A T I ON A L
T R I P  T O  B H U T A N  C O M E  F L O O D IN G  BA C K .  T H E  22  O F  U S  W H O  E M B A R KED  ON  T H IS  A D V E N T UR E  W IL L
C H E R I S H  T H E  E X P E R I E N C E  FO R E V E R .

D A Y  1 :  T H E  J O U R N E Y  B E G I N S :  O U R  E X C ITEM E N T  W A S  P A L PA BL E  A S  W E  B OA R D E D  T H E  T R A IN  A T
S E A L D A H  S T A T I O N ,  B O U N D  FO R  H A S IM A R A .  T H E  1 4 - H O U R  J O U R N E Y  W A S  A  T E S T  OF  E N D U R A N C E ,  B UT
W E  M A D E  T H E  M O S T  O F  I T .  G A M ES,  L A U G H T ER ,  A N D  C A M A R A D E R IE  F I LL E D  TH E  H OUR S ,  M A K IN G  T H E
T I M E  F L Y  B Y .  A S  T H E  T R A I N  C H U G G E D  A L O N G ,  W E C A U G H T G L I M P S E S OF  T H E  B E N G A L  C OUN TR Y S ID E ,
W I T H  I T S  L U S H  G R E E N  F I E L D S  A N D  Q U A IN T  V IL LA G E S .

D A Y  2 :  C R O S S I N G  I N T O  T H E  L A N D  O F  TH E  T H U N D E R D RA G O N :  A S  W E  R E A C H E D  H A S IM A R A ,  T H E  A I R
W A S  E L E C T R I C  W I T H  A N T I C I P A T IO N .  W E  C R O S SED  T H E  B H U T A N  B O RD E R ,  A N D  T H E  S C EN E R Y  S H IF TED
D R A M A T I C A L L Y .  T H E  R O A D S W O U N D  TH E I R  W A Y  U P  T O  P A R O ,  A  V A LL E Y  TOW N  S TE E P E D  IN  H I S T OR Y
A N D  C U L T U R E ,  W H I C H  L I E S  A T  A N  A L T IT U D E  O F  2 , 3 00  FE E T .  T H E  T E MP E R A T URE  W A S  C R IS P ,  A N D  W E
W E R E  G R A T E F U L  F O R  T H E  W A R M T H  O F  O U R  H O T E L .  W E SP E N T  TH E  R E ST  OF  T H E  D A Y A C C L IM A T I Z IN G
T O  T H E  T H I N  A I R  A N D  M A R V E L IN G  A T  T H E  B R E A T H T A K IN G  V I EW S .

D A Y  3 :  D I S C O V E R I N G  P A R O ' S  H ID D E N  G EM S :  O U R  TH IR D  D A Y IN  B H U T A N  W A S  A  TR E A S UR E  T R OV E  OF
E X P E R I E N C E S .  W E  B E G A N  W IT H  A  V I S I T  T O  T H E  M A G N I F IC E N T  P A R O  T A K T S A N G  (T IG E R 'S  N E ST
M O N A S T E R Y ) ,  P E R C H E D  P R E C A R IO U S L Y  O N  A  C L IF F .  T H E  H IK E  U P  W A S  E XH IL A R A T IN G ,  A N D  T H E
V I E W S  F R O M  T H E  T O P  W E R E  S I M P L Y  BR E A TH T A K IN G .  T H E  A F T E R N OON  W A S  S PEN T  E X P L O R IN G  T H E
P A R O  M U S E U M ,  W H I C H  H O U S E D  A  T R E A SU R E  T R O V E  O F  A RT I F A C T S  A N D  O F F E R E D  A  G L I MP S E  I N T O
B H U T A N ' S  R I C H  H E R I T A G E .

D A Y  4 :  T H IM P H U ' S  D E L I G H T S :  W E B ID  FA RE W E LL  T O  PA RO  A N D  M A D E O UR  W A Y  T O T H IM P H U,  T H E
C A P I T A L  C I T Y .  O U R  F I R S T  ST O P  W A S  T H E  M A JE S T IC  TA S H I C H H O  D ZON G ,  A  F OR T R E SS - M ON A S T E R Y
T H A T  S E E M E D  T O  T O U C H  TH E  S K Y .  W E  SP EN T  T H E  A F TE R N O O N  E XP L OR IN G  T H E  C I T Y 'S  S IGH T S ,
I N C L U D I N G  T H E  N A T I O N A L  M E M O RIA L  C H O RT EN  A N D  T H E  B U D D H A  P O IN T .  A S  D U S K  F E L L ,  W E  M A D E
O U R  W A Y  T O  T H E  T H I M P H U  M A R K ET ,  W H E R E  W E  H A G G LE D  F O R  S O UV EN I R S  A N D  S A M P L E D  LOC A L
D E L I C A C I E S .

D A Y  5 :  H O M E W A R D  B O U N D :  T H E  F I N A L  L E G  O F  O U R J O U R N E Y T O O K  US  B A C K  TO IN D I A ,  W H E R E  W E
B O A R D E D  T H E  T R A I N  B A C K  T O  K O L K A T A .  A S  W E  SE TT L E D  I N T O OUR  S E A T S ,  W E A R Y  B U T
E X H I L A R A T E D ,  W E  C O U L D N 'T  H E L P  B U T  RE M I N I S C E  A BO U T  T H E  I N C R E D IBL E  E X PER IE N C E S  W E ' D
S H A R E D .  T H E  R U G G E D  B E A U T Y  O F  B H U T A N ,  TH E  W A RM T H  O F  IT S  P E O P L E ,  A N D  T H E  S E N S E  OF
A D V E N T U R E  T H A T  H A D  D E F I N E D  O U R  J O U R N E Y W O U LD  S TA Y  W I T H  U S  F OR E V ER .
A S  I  R E F L E C T  O N  O U R  T R I P ,  I 'M  R E M IN D E D  O F  T H E  P O W E R O F  T R A V E L  T O  T R A N S F OR M  A N D  IN S P IR E .
B H U T A N ,  W I T H  I T S  P R I S T I N E  L A N D S C A P E S ,  R IC H  C U L TU R E ,  A N D  G E N T L E  P E O P L E ,  H A D  L E F T  A N
I N D E L I B L E  M A R K  O N  O U R  H E A R T S .  W E  R E T U R N E D  H O M E  W I TH  M E M O R I E S  T O C H E R ISH ,  LES S O N S  T O
L E A R N ,  A N D  A  R E N E W E D  A P P R E C I A T IO N  F O R  T H E  BEA U T Y A N D  D I V E R S IT Y  O F  OUR  W OR L D .

K O L K A T A :  F R O M  R O O T S  T O  W I N G S

K O L K A T A ,  T H E  C U L T U R A L  C A P I T A L  O F  I N D I A ,  H A S  A  R I C H  A N D  D I V E R S E  H E R I T A G E  T H A T  S P A N S
C E N T U R I E S .  T O  S H O W C A S E  T H E  C I T Y ' S  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N ,  J Y O T I R M O Y  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  O R G A N I Z E D
I T S  2 1 S T  A N N U A L  D A Y  W I T H  T H E  T H E M E ,  K O L K A T A :  F R O M  R O O T S  T O  W I N G S .  T H E  P R O G R A M M E  W A S
D I V I D E D  I N T O  S E V E R A L  S E G M E N T S ,  E A C H  D E P I C T I N G  A  D I F F E R E N T  E R A  O F  K O L K A T A ' S  H I S T O R Y .
T H E  E V E N T  B E G A N  W I T H  A N  I N S T R U M E N T A L  P E R F O R M A N C E  T H A T  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  J O U R N E Y
T H R O U G H  K O L K A T A ' S  C O L O N I A L  P A S T .  A  V O C A L  P E R F O R M A N C E  F O L L O W E D ,  T A K I N G  T H E  A U D I E N C E
O N  A  M U S I C A L  T R I P  T H R O U G H  T H E  C I T Y ' S  H I S T O R Y .  T H E  P E R F O R M A N C E  D E P I C T E D  T H E  D E M O L I T I O N
O F  B R I T I S H  B U I L D I N G S ,  K O L K A T A ' S  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  I N T O  A  S P O R T S  H U B ,  A N D  I T S  E V E N T U A L
G R O W T H  I N T O  A  C E N T R E  O F  E X C E L L E N C E .  A  R E C I T A T I O N  P E R F O R M A N C E  H I G H L I G H T E D  T H E  L I V E S
A N D  A C H I E V E M E N T S  O F  F A M O U S  P E R S O N A L I T I E S  F R O M  K O L K A T A ,  I N C L U D I N G  R A B I N D R A N A T H
T A G O R E ,  S U B H A S  C H A N D R A  B O S E ,  A N D  S A T Y A J I T  R A Y .  A  D A N C E  P E R F O R M A N C E  O N  P O E M S  B Y
S U K U M A R  R O Y  S H O W C A S E D  K O L K A T A ' S  R I C H  L E G A C Y  O F  L I T E R A T U R E .  T H E  P E R F O R M A N C E  A L S O
D E P I C T E D  T H E  T R A D I T I O N  O F  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  I N  K O L K A T A ,  H I G H L I G H T I N G  T H E  B O N D  B E T W E E N
G R A N D P A R E N T S  A N D  C H I L D R E N  A S  T H E Y  S H A R E D  S T O R I E S  O F  T H E  C I T Y ' S  P A S T .  T H E  P R O G R A M M E
A L S O  I N C L U D E D  A  D A N C E - C U M - D R A M A  P E R F O R M A N C E  T H A T  S H O W C A S E D  K O L K A T A ' S  F A M O U S
S T R E E T  F O O D  S C E N E ,  I C O N I C  T R A N S P O R T  S Y S T E M ,  A N D  C U L T U R A L  H E R I T A G E .  A  C L A S S I C A L  D A N C E
P E R F O R M A N C E  D E P I C T E D  T H E  C I T Y ' S  L O V E  F O R  T R A D I T I O N A L  M U S I C  A N D  A R T  F O R M S  L I K E
R A B I N D R A  S A N G E E T  A N D  N A Z R U L G E E T I .  A  D A N C E  P E R F O R M A N C E  O N  D U R G A  P U J A  C A R N I V A L
P O R T R A Y E D  T H E  M Y T H O L O G I C A L  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O D D E S S  D U R G A  A N D  H E R  T R I U M P H  O V E R  T H E
B U F F A L O - D E M O N  M A H I S H A S U R A .  T H E  P R O G R A M M E  C O N C L U D E D  W I T H  A  F L A S H  M O B  T H A T
H I G H L I G H T E D  T H E  C I T Y ' S  U N I Q U E  S P I R I T  O F  C O M M U N A L  H A R M O N Y .  T H E  C U L T U R A L  P R O G R A M M E
" K O L K A T A :  F R O M  R O O T S  T O  W I N G S "  W A S  A  R E S O U N D I N G  S U C C E S S ,  S H O W C A S I N G  T H E  C I T Y ' S  R I C H
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1. Which river flows through the city of Kolkata?
2. What is the name of the famous festival celebrated in
Kolkata?

3. Which monument in Kolkata was built in memory of
Queen Victoria?
4. What is the name of the famous sweet dish originating
from Kolkata?
5. Which bridge connects Kolkata to Howrah?
6. What is the name of the famous market in Kolkata?
7. Which dance form is commonly associated with
Kolkata?

8. Who is the famous Bengali poet and Nobel laureate
from Kolkata?
9. What is the name of the famous street food in
Kolkata?

10. Which temple in Kolkata is dedicated to the goddess
Kali?
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Crossword puzzle
"Challenge your mind and unleash your inner word wizard! Doing

crossword puzzles is a great way to exercise your brain,
improve your vocabulary, and have fun while doing it. It's a
journey of discovery, one clue at a time. So, grab a pen and
puzzle, and get ready to unlock your full potential. Happy

puzzling!"

CROSSWORD PUZZLES

Across:

Easter,muslim,Ramadan,Mexico,
Christianity, India.

Downward: Seder plate, fasting,
Judaism, Christmas, Passover, Diwali,
Hinduism.

Answers of previous edition
Winner of previous

edition:
Sahanika molla 
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A C R O S S
T h e  r i v e r  f l o w i n g  t h r o u g h  K o l k a t a1 .

F a m o u s  K o l k a t a  s w e e t  m a d e  f r o m  C h a n a2 .
H i s t o r i c  c o l l e g e  f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 1 73 .

I c o n i c  c r i c k e t  s t a d i u m  i n  K o l k a t a4 .
D O W N

1 .  K o l k a t a ’ s  f a m o u s  f l o w e r  m a r k e t .
2 .      T h e  f e s t i v a l  o f  l i g h t s  c e l e b r a t e d  i n  K o l k a t a

3 . O l d e s t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  s t a r t e d  b y  t h e
B r i t i s h e r s  i n  K o l k a t a

4 .  R e n o w n e d  B e n g a l i  p o e t  a n d  N o b e l  L a u r e a t e

https://forms.gle/8FRZEzZ484yHaTdb9

