Bengal's First Durgotsaw 4 "

'Durga Pu1a thisisa to”Jplc hat h\as( always fascmated ahd intrigued

me. Every major é‘vept havmg a great srgnlflca ce |$/ pneceded or
succeeded by a s rles of occng;ences known or hldden in the annals

of, hlstory leewls1 Bengal’ st Durg&t‘sawsﬁo exceptlon
Aﬁter myown research | came to know. thatthe r%’t 0‘f~th|$ event lies
in 1560’s ndivided Bengal present-day in northern Bangladesh
Raja Uday Narayan ruled the region du\(ihg Akbar’ s\'elgn in Delhi. To
expand his re|gn, he decided to haye an, Ashwamedha Yagya but
- later dlsposec{the |dea, afxer consQLtlng wn./h t ’eHKfulguru. Advised
by him, hedeci ded to worshlp dess Dur a, which was tonmdered
equwal( tto an Ashwam dha, mng th Kévtiy 8. ﬁlt hIS)WISh
C ren\alne Eunfulf’ led owi gto hIS ‘uddeh demise. -
Like millions of Bengalis across the world, | Theh came Fka;ar angsho-: rayan; m 1606 who
woke up today at Brahma muhurta — a little g grar‘tdfatherQsT’ t wish. It Wa sai Ve
over 1.5 hours before sunrise — to listen to 'no other frofn e past ‘prmh id "foé}ments and r_; ;

‘ vq§r ff'.fi “\‘%

f _‘fVe |ght tq\hls late

o

the timeless and epic rendition of the A to! kﬁow that th/e pa ntmg;pf the geidess was }ade 'byP?asa?; i__o
Mahisasura-Mardini by Birendra Krishna C;h/itrokor," ; of the méﬂ&est painters of hi'timexFronihis, painting,
Bhadra. Mahishasuramarddini is a widely the idol was pfi JRamesh @@lsar%ﬂ"hé@lg? 3 auitiful

known, the most popular early Bengali, oldest ecorate,ok‘and well-organized. RNy

special dawn radio programme. It’s a Next thing, | got way unbelievable: The expen“ Ofth ty
collection of shlokas and songs, that has been | ‘ /qu/ 's 300 crores! The kings
broadcasted at 4:00 AM since 1931 on All Tehrrerrval S« f h were all invitediwi ir
India Radio (AIR) in Indian state West Bengal. /amlhes L plies QN 1
‘Jago tumi jago’, syncs with the beginning of 94 festwal was a celebratea

Devipaksha i.e. the last day of Pitri Paksha. At i f? ’/
the dawn of Mahalaya the artisans bring the
Durga idols to a completion by drawing the
eyes of the idol. This is known as ‘chokkhu
daan’ or eye donation.

Markandeya
Purana, one of the
eighteen major
Puranas, contains
the earliest texts
on Durga, Devi-
Mahatmya or

Cans grass |Fﬁ|ll“Bloo?ﬁ_'é‘€p’§ndTﬁe - i 2Rl rnore pepular,ly
¢ ﬁ&e of shiuli phoo\}\i(eep lingering, we Chandipatha’.
e{ieadito gme WAA and . family a /. The cult of matriarchical worship has been in
hea,rtwarmm Jwelcom t %S ¥ India since the Indus Valley Civilization. The

worship of mother-goddess has been also
mentioned in Rig veda and Atharva veda.
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Banedi Barir Puja

Kolkata goes crazy during Durga puja. Crowded pandals, crowded
restau rants, crowded streets, crowded shops. Everything stays crowded.
There are also some people who avoid crowds have their own puja. Yes! |
am talking about Banedi Barir puja. For greater part of the year, life of the
aristocratic families are no different than their neighbours. But as Durga
puja comes each one turns into a hub of activity. The flow of time may
have cut down some rituals and changed them, but these households
started doing Durga Puja merely 100-200 years ago. Generations to
generations the responsibilities of Durga puja gets passed on.

Most of these households have their own thakur dalan where they keep
the idol of Devi Durga and worship till Dashami. On the last day, the idol is

When SHE (DURGA MA) Spoke

immersed in the Ganga. During the bishorjon, huge crowd of people Dear society...
scream the same mantra “bolo durga mai ki.... jay!!'!''” which means the You all have a strong faith on me and
victory of durga ma. And “asche bochor abar hobe!!!!'” which means no | get referred as “Maa”, but what
matter what, we will bring out Maa Durga again next year. Sobhbabajaar about the women of your society???
Rajbari, RaaniRashmoni, Saborno Roy Chowdhury are the pioneers of such Do you all really admire them???Not
'‘banedi pujo' and the tradition still continues. at all right???

Kaushani Dasgupta Then listen-

Xl-C “Rupe Laxmi Gune Saraswati”

That’s what you people say right
What if we are like neither

JAGRITI Does it harm in anyway??
Try to judge us from our outlook

Splgsh! : | ' towards life, not from your

Prajukta woke up from her beautiful | £ ! ST

elffealil JE Lk el el ol -.........‘.."""‘." For life is never perfect, but we take
comfort living..

True beauty stays retained..

Virtues can be found in all

Kept hidden, till unveiled.

Muskan Afrin
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who spilled water on her face. "Ay,
dumbo! Wake up!" said he. Prajukta
got up from bed and forgot her _
sleep just to ask her brother his
death wish. She was chasing Mohul
until they entered the lawn when
she was stopped by the pleasant

smell of Shiuli flowers that had bloomed.

"Is it already October?!" she exclaimed. "Yes. Today is the first day of October. We are going to visit Kolkata today."
Mohul said.

-"Kolkata! Where in Kolkata?"

-"Deshopriya Park"

-"No, | can't go back there."

-"Why not?"

Prajukta didn't reply and ran away from there. Mohul understood the situation and decided to make her feel
comfortable sharing the real reason with him. Thus, he convinced their parents not to go out for that year.

For the year, Mohul always stayed close to Prajukta, trying his best to act like her friend. Before September,
Prajukta finally opened up with the real reason. That was when she used to live in a flat near Deshopriya Park, she
had a bully in school who used to be her neighbor too. She suffered a lot because of him but she never shared it with
her family. And hence she feared that if she meets him again, her life will become as miserable as before.

Mohul understood it and inspired her to strengthen herself. It was time to visit Deshopriya Park in the
upcoming puja, but Prajukta was a bit nervous to meet her past bully.

At the puja pandal, she came across her bully. He tried to pull her out of the pandal to bully her again.
Prajukta tried to call her brother, but Mohul intentionally pretended not to hear it. Prajukta thought, "It is enough! |
have to fight for myself like the other girls who really represent the Narishakti of Goddess Durga. | shouldn't let her

down!" She pushed her bully and attacked him with an intense punch to his face, giving the best lesson for the
bullies on earth. The women are all Durgas in their own domain, being the epitome of strength, successful in

multitasking as well 'slaying' the evil force/asuras (demon).
Srijita Chatterjee
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Arya Bose & Pallabi Biswas Debolina Mondal
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SN, TS TNE O | 6 West Bengal
T @A I, Sepaktakraw Association, in
Q% 3feres Aoy o A collaboration with Bengal
o e 2 ? Olympic Association,
AN, FIFICS AN oI organized the 32nd Senior
CRIF =3 R, National Sepaktakraw
1R [0S Wi ©ifs Championship for Men &
AR I G W=fo ficet 2 Women at Jyotirmoy Public
IRICS IR FIC! School, from 16th to 20th
ST LT I, October.
93 HIBIE &9 =39 7 1
Rt iAot ardtg 2 Although only a few teams could win, the
fRefeE s TU49 sportsmanship displayed by all was applaudable.
JITEF BItT TS, Our students were not just spectators, but also
iy e R @ volunteered with opening dance performance,
P 4 J A | March Past, etc. All of us witnessed and became
Shreya Ghosh a part of this cultural extravaganza. Pranjal Deb
XII-D XI-B




from cells’?

1.Name the ritual where a young girl is

worshipped as Maa Durga.
2.The ritualistic practice of tying nine different
leaves togetheris called __ _ _.

3.The name of which goddess literally means ‘born

4.Which famous ghat of Benaras is said to have
been built on the river where Devi’s sword fell?

5.Which goddess did Raja Krishna Chandra Roy
invoke, when he failed to worship Durga?

6. Who was the first to worship goddess Durga on
the Bhuloka, i.e., the Earth?

https://forms.gle/6wjpTorPnunrgFW6A
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A.1. Letter m
2. Candle

3. Needle

4. Smiles

5. Umbrella
6. Stamp

7. Clock

B.1. Onam

2. Gurpurab

3. Pongal
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Congratulatlons!
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previous edition
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amage

Sword
Bangs

DOWN
Sand
Community A"
Lotus v
Ozone
Element

Solar
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ACROSS

Shiva; a direction (6)

Name literally means 'beautiful-eyed' (8)
Gave Vajra to Maa Durga (5)

Day marks the beginning of Devi Paksha (8)
Day on which Sandhi Puja is performed (7)
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Last Day of Durga Puja (5)

Attendant of Devi; Mahabharata (4)

Month in which Sharad Durgotsab falls (6)

. Slayed Arunasura; one of the Pancha-Durga (8)
10. Buffalo-demon slayed by Devi Durga (7)
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