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Fiesta: A celebration of
change

IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE A CARNIVAL YOU CAN’T RESIST..
When we hear the word 'Carnival', the very thing that comes in our mind is 'enjoyment' and 'fun’.
But do you know how this word ‘carnival’ came into being? Possibly from the Latin phrase
‘Carnem levamen' which means 'meat dismissal', the word 'Carnival' is of Christian origin and in

the Middle Ages it referred to a peri'od following Epiphany season that reached its climax before CaTa 1 51 O3 W oje! et fesm,
- ' mldnlghF on Shr:ove TUE.SI:'ﬂay. QSICAR IR Ty B =T
This coincides with the fact that carnival is the final festivity before the commencement of the &
austere 40 days of Lent, during which Roman Catholics in earlier times fasted, abstained from TR TIHE, SO SIS S S 2
eating meat and followed other ascetic practices. Y 21Ce Poit wiren Y aif i
Carnival has its roots in a primitive festival honoring the beginning of the New Year and the SIHIE F1S, 1919 *19,
rebirth of nature. Gilgd Sife sasret|
Carnival was firstly introduced as a pagan festival in Ancient Egypt. Perhaps the oldest carnival in Sifs Fia SLHT W1,
existence, 'Kukeri' from Eastern Europe dates back to these pagan times. TS T Sga ot
In Rhineland in 1823, the first modern Carnival parade took place in Cologne. SN (T SIASIAL,
And so this was the start of the Carnival. Nowadays School Carnivals are a common sight which is 1 BewT 95 sitEigit
being organized by the school management along with the instrumental support of the teachers ; Aryan Abid IX A
and students. As it suggests 'winter carnival' is usually being held up between the months of FEw o -
December to February.
School winter carnival gives the much needed break from studies and gives the students an ~ breakingStereotypes Y
. . RS ot : : Reducing inequalities and ensuring no one is left behind
opportunity to indulge in different activities. Many schools organise at least one carnival each shouldl belour key motve toackisve sustainable
year and ensure active participation of the students. It is an opportunity for both the students development. Wealth inequality, political inequality, gender
and teachers to show their talents. inequality are different types of social ineguality in India.

These day Schools also honor the winners of various extra-curricular activities with certificate BitRowad oy lisinesol ablenaisce Tea g and
many of the people are getting equal rights.

and pri-zes, 'Eth.:' have shown their tale_nts throughout the year. Dufing festivals and btcasions peoplework together and
Parents are also specially invited to attend the carnival. They also get a chance to get them enjoy themselves but there are certain discriminations
entertained and refresh them by visiting the carnival with their children. visible during the festival too, It's a belief that only men

Overall, the 'School Carnival' provides a day of entertainment away from the tensed class room nave the power toshakldsrEhe Tesponsibilities and futh

‘ : - - o . them.
environment, It brings a feeling of joy and entertainment along with a lot of fun.. But today’s generation has broken all the sterectypes,

Recently during the Durga Puja of Kolkata, female priests
are doing all the complex rituals instead of male priests.And
even In our area, men and women are shouldering
responsibilities and fulfilling that equally . They are working
together and making a difference. They are managing their
assigned roles with great care. This is a replica of Pre Vedic
era where women shouldered complex roles and was
respected immensely.

The era of those foolish superstition have gone and the era
of strong and accountable women have emerged and they
will prosper in future.

Manan Naskar VIl B

RARE FESTIVALS AROUND THE WORLD

Festivals, who don't like to celebrate it? Usually it's a series of events celebrated by
a community centering a certain believe, essence of the community. We are
embodied with many cultures fromieach and every corner of the world. The diversity
is astonishing! And talking about festivals, there are some which are very familiar
and some are rare and unique. Let's talk about talk about the rare festivals which
take place around the world and let the common people be acquainted
. - Mohacs, Hungary !
This unique festival dates back to the 18th century. It involves men dréssi
horned devils or asthe name says "Busés" in a motive to chase the wintef
it's a terrifying sight'but all for agood cause. It takes around the month ofil
5 - Mexico i'

The name might WUndlihth%’gmp{aﬁi harror movie but this festival is @Work of art
to say nonethdess This @ﬁﬁl{ﬂrits orngu? in _the*colonial per:o??hen the
radishes werg mtroduced by.the SpEWsh Sculptures are carved intwthe radishes
which deplct the histerical scenes. L B tF'— di

. S France

Celebrated in the small ofTrla.-sur Baléa of France this festivallvolves display pig
figurines, pig raceSyeating contests and! other competitions.fhis small town of
France is widely KROWN for this! Uncommon fgstwal

. - Kerala

This is one of the mostunknOWANEstivals of India. It depicts a theme of hunting
tigers where performers a.redrmad- n the costumes of hunters and their faces are
painted like tigers in'the shade of : {ﬁw and black. Following the beat of drums they
dance along and enactasth_ﬂf'ﬁlﬂ;ﬁéasts.

These were some of the'fare festivals mentioned. The list doesn't end here. We are
still unaware of the festivals which take place in the small cities or towns. Festivals
are something which diverts our mind for a certain period of time and help us loosen
ourselves.

Hinduism is an Indian religion. As a religion, almost 15-16% of the global population follows
Hinduism. Hindus believe in cycle of life, death and rebirth; and worship different GODs- who
are immortals. To attain MOKSHA or enlightenment they perform rituals like meditation,
silent prayers, yoga, recitation of scriptures from Bhagavat Gita, fasting and doing pujas at
home.
Do you know about the health benefits ? Let’s see one by one:
1.Meditation- the emotional and physical benefits of meditation can include building skills
to manage our stress, increasing self-awareness, reducing negative emotions, increasing
patience, develops creativity etc.
2.Prayers- Silent prayers reduce anxiety, increase thankfulness, puts off temptation and
shift our focus to others.
3.Yoga- Yoga is the most beneficial ritual after all, It improves strength and flexibility, helps
with pain relief, benefits heart health, helps to sleep better and improves mental health.
4.Recitation- Recitation of religious scripts like Vedas helps place emphasis on the sounds
and the rhythm of language. It also helps to solidify a foundation of reading abilities.
5.Fasting- Fasting has been associated with several health benefits, including weight loss,
improved blood sugar control, decreased inflammation, and enhanced heart health.
Also, performing pujas collectively helps to reduce cur mental stress for uniting with our
friends and family...

Ankita Sardar XlI C
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Festivals around the world
Whether celebrating life or death, wildlife, religious deities, rowing,
or even ice sculpting, festivals add another dimension to life.
Festivals are a great way to have a fantastic time with others while
engaging with local customs in a tangible way. And each and every
part of the world has its own specific festival. Let’s take a quick look

Book Fair

This year's Sonarpur Book Fair was an enthralling experience for me . Our
school hosted different events like dance and music performances, science
exhibition and quiz competition etc. | got a chance to do anchoring for one
of the dance performances. It was a great experience to say the least. All
the performances were amazing and the science exhibition was simply

at some of the festivals, shall we?
India and Nepal- Holi (Festival of Colours)
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil- Rio Carnival
Chiang Mai, Thailand- Yi Peng Festival: Lantern Festival
Albuguerque, USA- Albuquerque International Balloon Festival
Mexico- Dia de los Muertos or ‘Day of the Dead
Buriol, Spain- La Tomatina
Dublin, Ireland- Saint Patrick’s Day
These are some of the most well known festivals around the world.
And we have got one more festival knocking at our door - yes it’s
Christmas of course. Wishing everyone abundance of joy and
happiness. Merry Christmas!

great. The model that my classmates had put up with their hard work and
efforts had helped them secure the 1st position. They had explained their
model to each and every person with extreme attention. | can't be more
proud of my classmates. After the programme had ended, me and a few of
my friends decided to stay for a little longer and spend some time. So we
decided to have some food first. So we went to the food section and got
ourselves few food items. They were simply delicious. Our next destination
was the book fair where we strolled for some time looking for good books.
Well | didn't find anything interesting to buy so we went to the fun zone to
enjoy the rides. It was really a memorable day we all enjoyed.
Swapnil Chakraborty X1 Al
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Winter Carnival
Winter carnivals are full of fun and frolic. The students can take up initiatives and participate whole
heartedly in the carnival.This is just the perfect time to indulge in extra-curricular activities, explore
one’s talent and hone skills. Winter carnivals offer just the right platform for the students to
participate in different kinds of interesting activities and display their talents.

My school organises the Winter Carnival every year in the month of December. This year it was held
on 23rd of December. The carnival was held on the school ground. There was a medium sized stage
built. Many students starting from class V to class X|| performed amazingly. | recited a poem.
Everybody appreciated my performance. Now about the fun part was the stalls! The students of
Classes V - XIl have set up different types of food stalls. Me and other students of Class VIl also got a
stall to display and sell different food items: Chilli Chicken, Chilli Rice, Chicken Pakora,Puchka and
many more. According to me, the stall of Class XI was the best as they had Mocktails at the cheapest
price one can think of! The non participants bought different food items which henceforth helped us
to gain profit. We thoroughly enjoyed the event. Winter Carnivals provide a good opportunity to
involve the students in different kind of activities, find out their talents and build school reputation.

Safalya Pal VIl A

To a Better Future
When we think of festivals, we think of celebration, feasting of food, music and dance and anything joyful. Yes, festivals are supposed to be a joyful
event,bringing happiness to our monotonous lives. One such festival of our West Bengal is Durga Pujo which is celebrated annually during the month of
September to October. The happiest months, as we know it. The excitement of the upcoming pujo holidays, making plans of pandal hopping with
friends and families and what not. The whole city is decorated with lights. We can hear the sound of fireworks bursting. And a lot more goes on. But
have we ever taken a second to think how much it affects out environment?
If we take the example of Diwali, then it will become more clear to us. Thousands of fireworks are burnt on this day. These fireworks or firecrackers
releases toxic chemicals into the air making it polluted and toxic.
However, Diwali originally means the festival of lights. "Diya" or "Deepa" made out of clay or wet mud is used. People light them up and keep them in
rows outside their houses. Wax candles are also used.
This huge festival has a sustainable side as well as a very unsustainable side too.

Let's try to take up measures to make our festivals more sustainable and enjoyable so that we can enjoy them without effecting our surrounding
environment. Let's also create sustainable festivals that will not only benefit us but everyone across the globe. We can become a good example for the
future generations.

We can and should create awareness among people through education, various programmes on television or newspapers. It's a long journey indeed.
But | believe that people will come together for a better future. These festivals are what brings us joy and happiness in our lives. We can at least go
ahead and try to make these festivals sustainable, so that it doesn't harm our planets or our future. This way, we can savour and celebrate each and
every festivals in our lives.

Ankita Mallick X1 D
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AVANTI
Once upon a time, there was a small village named Damjani Gaon. Avanti, a village girl used to live with her parents there. Her father was Dasuphati Debnath, was one
of the rich men in the village and her mother was Madhura. Her elder brother, Rishi, was a pilot of AIR INDIA. She always wanted to be a airline pilot as her brother but
her family did not give any importance to her dream. Her father always wanted to give her less education and get married her soon. But she wanted to be educated
and she studied in secret. Her mother always supported her and in secret she admitted Avanti to Calcutta University. Later she passed from Calcutta University and
started the air service course. There she got the higher marks and became an assistant pilot . When she joined as the assistant pilot in AIR INDIA, she met with her
elder brother who felt very angry and started ignoring her . One day due to very bad climate, the plane did not work well and all the system became out of control. It
was about to crash . Avanti’s brother became very scared and he lost hope , But Avanti with great braveness,handled the control panel and at last she saved the lives
of thousands of Indian passengers who were travelling from INDIA to CHINA. This news spread all over INDIA and all news channels of INDIA began to forecast this
news. Her brother was very shocked and requested Avanti to forgive her. In all newspaper, Avanti’s photo was printed even in foreign countries. Her father was able to
understand his mistake and became very happy. Her mother alse became very happy . Avanti also received award for her bravery from the Government of India. That
day, India understands that girls should not be discriminated...

MEGHADRI SARDAR VI A




rspondents of

Ruby House
1.Ankita Sardar XII C
2.Ankita Mallick XI D
3. Aryan Abid IX A
4.Payel Mondal X B
5.Tamalika Dey XI D
6.Priyanka Naskar X1 B
7.Sreeja Das XII AL
8.Swapnil Chakraborty XI Al

Across
2. Gura Nanak
Dev's birth
anniversary
4. Harvest festival
of Tamil Nadu
6. Punjabi folk
festival
B. Celebrated
widely by
Bengalis
14. Dr.
Radhakrishman's
birth
anniversary
15. Festival of Kites
18. Called as Vasamt
Panchami
20, Festival of love
between siblings
21. Pandit
Jawaharial
Nehru's birthday
22, Festlval of Santn
Claus

T
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Down

L. Ravan was killed
by Ram on that
day

3. Festival of colors

5. marks start of
Assnmuse New
Yuar

7. Festival of Nine
nights

9, New Year of
Maharashirians

10, Harvest festival

of Kerala

11. Telugu/Kannada
New Year

12. Festival of lights

13, Festival
Honoring Lord
Shiva

16. Festival of Lord
Ganesha

17. Month of fasting
for Muslims

19, Festival
celebrating birth
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QUESTION 1: In Home Alene, where are the McCallisters gaing on
vacation when they leave Kevin behind?

QUESTION 2: What are the two other most popular names for
Santa Claus?

QUESTION 3: After Mahishasur was Kkilled , his sister plotted for
revenge. What was her name?

Question 4: Along with the warrior goddess Durga, what else do
the Rajput worship during the Navaratri?

Question 5: Who started the festival of Eid ul Adah ?

Question B: When is ‘Eid ul Adah' celebrated?

Question 7: What is the traditional flower of Easter?

Question 8: Easter Islands forms part of which south American
country?

Question 9: From which language is the name Diwali derived?
QUESTION 10: What is expected from non-Muslims, in Muslim
countries during Ramadan?
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